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Check out our special 125th anniversary issue that
includes a look back at our history and coverage of
events such as:

• 1926 Eucharistic Congress
• 1958 Our Lady of the Angels School Fire
• 1979 visit of John Paul II to Chicago
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ARCHDIOCESAN NEWSPAPER TURNS 125
FROM THE NEW
WORLD TO
CHICAGO CATHOLIC

FORMER STAFFERS
STROLL MEMORY
LANE

A Catholic paper finds its voice

In celebration of our 125th anniversary, the staff of Chicago Catholic asked
several former editors – and one columnist who outlasted them all – about their
years here. Here is what they had to say.
A.E.P. “Ed” Wall remembers his
time at the New World like this:
A safe but wheezy elevator took me
up to the 12th floor of the New World
Building on Chicago’s Dearborn Street.
It was my first day as editor of the New
World, weekly newspaper of the Archdiocese of Chicago, already 84 years old.
The newspaper, that is. I was only 51 and
the United States was 200. It was 1976.
I looked down from my office window
into the Richard J. Daley Center, right
into the face — I think it was her face
— of the 50-foot-high sculpture placed
there a few years before by Pablo Picasso. Now the archdiocese celebrates the
125 birthday of its newspaper and Chicago marks the 50th anniversary of its
famous Picasso statue of whatever it is.
I stared at it a lot, especially when writing editorials, but it remains anonymous.
In 1976, the New World was written
and edited in its venerable office building
in downtown Chicago, and printed 162
miles away in Huntington, Indiana. Almost
300,000 copies had to be printed, addressed
and mailed. Phone calls to the New World
were received through a switchboard that
seemed to dominate the room, with an operator plugging incoming calls into receptors that connected to office phones. Notes
were written by hand in notebooks . . .
Continued on page 20

In 1892 the attention of the world was
focused on Chicago, a city leveled by
fire just 20 years earlier but which, impelled and invigorated by a steady stream
of immigrants from Western Europe, had
risen to become the nation’s second city.
The center of all this attention was the
swampy marshland along Lake Michigan on what is now Jackson Park, where
a dazzling “White City” of classically
inspired Greek and Roman buildings,
each containing the latest technology of
late 19th-century American commerce
and industry, was being constructed.
The purpose of this extravagant display
of American ingenuity in buildings designed by the country’s leading architects
such as Daniel Burnham, David Adler,
John Root and Louis Sullivan was the national celebration of the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ discovery of the New
World: the World’s Columbian Exposition.
That same year, Patrick Feehan, archbishop of Chicago, recognizing the need
for a strong Catholic voice that would
speak for the rights of the workingman as
well as counter the Catholic baiting and
hostility of the secular press, organized
Chicago’s first Catholic weekly newspaper.
Feehan was himself deeply involved
in the Columbian Exposition as one of
the organizers of the Parliament of Religion in which 41 denominations were
represented in one exposition hall.
So when choosing a name for his . . .
Continued on page 13

In this file photo, men unload copies of the New World in 1938.

CARDINAL CUPICH:
‘A MILESTONE WORTH
CELEBRATING’
Anniversaries often mark milestones,
and that surely is the case as we celebrate
125 years of Chicago Catholic. Originally called the New World, it was named
for the World’s Columbian Exposition
held in 1892-98, dedicated to the 400th
anniversary of the arrival of Christopher
Columbus to the Americas. The Chicago
World’s Fair was situated on nearly 700
acres along Lake Michigan, featuring the
first Ferris Wheel, a 22,000 pound brick
of Canadian cheese and a 30,000 pound
temple crafted of chocolate, among . . .
Continued on page 3

‘CHURCH CLIPS’
RETURNS
Dolores Madlener dusts off her pen
“Seems like old times, having you to
talk with” – yes, it’s that sweet tune Diane Keaton revived in 1977’s “Annie
Hall” – and it welcomes you to this deja
vu edition of “Church Clips,” celebrating Chicago Catholic’s 125th anniversary. Please consider this a return ticket to
a place with pleasant memories. If you
never read Clips, welcome aboard any
way, but be aware we’re going backwards:
In the “I’ll never forget” department,
everyone remembers the anxious requests from readers for places to send . . .
Continued on page 37
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